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Foundation for Key Discussions

u KNOWLEDGE: 

u No one knows this program better than the staff in EPAõs Office of Transportation 
and Air Quality.  Howeveréé

u CHALLENGE:

u This Program has been, without question, the most challenging program to be a 
regulator of in my experience.

u Itõs not just about setting standards, itõs about every other issue surrounding whatõs in 
the law, what the divergence of interests are and the constantly evolving changes 
necessary to support implementation.

u ISSUES: 

u The issues with the program have caused the Agency to take a careful look at how 
to proceed on all fronts ðcausing gridlock / significant delays

u SOLUTION: 

u While it is prudent to be cautious, it is also important to make decisions that are 
critical to continued success of the program and to achieve the intended goals. 

u Todayõs discussions are focused on a few relatively simple things that can be done 
without new regulations.  We will also highlight what could potentially be done with 
new regulations.
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òTheó RFS

RFS 1 ðComplex ðOnly at that time.

RFS 2 ðUpped the Ante and Complexity

ÅNational Standard -- 4 categories

ÅSignificantly increased volumes

ÅExtended Timeline ðNo Sunset 

ÅExpanded coverage  -- gasoline and diesel, on/non -road

ÅExplicit definitions for qualification

ÅLand (Renewable Biomass)

ÅTypes of Feedstocks

ÅSome specifics on process technoloies

ÅFull Lifecycle ðGHGs (First Ever)

ÅGrandfathering

ÅWaivers and Exemptions!

ÅOther specific qualification requirements

ÅReset AND MORE!!!!!
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The RFS: Congress Established a Law.  

How hard can it be?
Multiple Inputs -- Parties -- Perspectives -- Varying Interests

Making Sense of All the Input

Sustainable Feedstocks

Infrastructure

Vehicles/Engines

Fuel Types and Usage Scenarios

Economics

Environmental 

Protection: Multi-Media Issues 

Energy Security, Diversity 

and Sustainability

Fleet Efficiency

Metrics: Lifecycle, 

Energy, Hybrid
Federal / State Incentives

Fuel Blends / Market Absorption

EnergyEconomics

Environment
Global Influences

Public Policy

Regulations
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Cellulosic 

Biofuels

Done

Where Do Things Stand?

Success on Foundational Level 7


